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How did you get into the industry? I’ve always  
enjoyed drawing, taking pictures and looking at the 
objects and landscapes surrounding us. Design was  
the meeting point of all my centres of interest.
Describe your design style in three words.  
Creative, simple, elegant.
Tell us about Another Country’s exclusive collection 
for John Lewis. The Semley collection comprises two 
dining tables, two benches and shelves, a desk, mirror, 
side table, bar stool, and shelf with mirror. Our designs 
call on British country kitchen style, Shaker, traditional 
Scandinavian and Japanese woodwork for inspiration. 
We’ve reinterpreted these forms to create a collection 
that stands the test of time. We don’t want to design 
throwaway objects that people will get bored of.
Talk us through your creative process and your 
involvement in the collection. Paul de Zwart, the 
founder of Another Country, has a very clear vision. We 
talk about where we want to draw inspiration from, and  
I translate these ideas into sketches. Then we make a 
prototype at our workshop in Dorset, and we all talk with 
the craftsman making it. It’s an A-to-Z process, and I’m 
involved right the way through. It makes sense to design 
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in collections, the way the fashion world does. As a 
designer, it’s stimulating to create an entire little world. 
How are the products made? The workshop focuses 
on high-quality craftsmanship, and our products are 
made to a high standard by going through this process. 
We focus on the small details, from choosing the timber 
cuts to the width of slats. Then the products are made  
at our factory in Portugal. I was there twice in the last 
month. It’s a long process but it’s satisfying.
Describe your workspace. I work at our showroom  
in Marylebone, where I love the soft pink colour of the 
walls mixed with the white oiled-ash shelves. I always 
have a giant pile of books on my oak desk.
You split your time between London and your home 
town, Paris. How do the cities compare? They are 
actually quite complementary. I love the effervescence 
and the dynamism in London, whereas I enjoy the 
refined and delicate lifestyle in Paris. 
Where do you find inspiration? Architecture and 
everyday objects. It could be an old camera or a box that 
my grandmother used. It’s not shouting, ‘I’m a design 
piece’ – it’s simply a humble object or piece of furniture. 
Are you always thinking about design? When you are 
passionate about your job, you do think about it, whether 
you’re at an art gallery or at the seaside.  
I was on holiday in Greece last week, and 
there was a scene of ancient ruins and  
a seaside landscape. It was just perfect.
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Another Country  
is part of the John 
Lewis Design 
Collective – visit 
johnlewis.com/
designcollective

ABOVE LEFT:  
Side table, £299

FROM TOP RIGHT: 
Marie’s workspace; 
Another Country’s 

London showroom; 
Mirror, £60. Desk, £550


