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Bruce 
Oldfield

Famed for his couture and bridal designs, British 
designer Bruce Oldfield is bringing his signature 
elongated silhouette and high-end details to a new 
60-piece collection for John Lewis. Centring on a 
monochromatic palette, characterised by structure 
and textures such as velvet, silk and appliqué metallics, 
the collection is geared to the modern woman’s 
wardrobe. Classic outerwear, exquisite tailoring and 
sumptuous looks for evening take centre stage. 

Over the years, Bruce, now 65, has had his clothes 
worn by numerous stars and members of royalty. Yet 
his own start in life was far from glamorous, growing 
up in a foster family and in a Barnardo’s children’s 
home. The charity remains very close to his heart – he’s 
been its vice president since 1998 – and he is delighted 
that £20 from the sale of each silk-panelled Little Bruce 
Dress in the collection will be donated to Barnardo’s. 
We catch up with Bruce in his London atelier. 

Combining his couture aesthetic with 
ready-to-wear accessibility, the designer 
unveils his collection for John Lewis

My style has always been fairly simple, but a lot of my 
clothes are more complicated than you may think. It’s 
about the structure and the way they are put together.
I’ve always liked to make glamour accessible. For 
this collection, I think we’ve achieved that slightly 
contemporary dressed-up look.
My favourite piece in the collection is the tweed 
coat with fake fur (pictured below). I really like coats. 
If a coat is in a slightly luxurious cloth, you can wear it 
for a fancier occasion or just stick it with your jeans. 
Bringing my designs to a wider audience is exciting. 
Fashion has become democratised and if Karl 
Lagerfeld can do a collection for a high-street brand 
and put himself on a cola can, then anything goes.
I put my longevity as a designer down to the ability 
to put myself back in the limelight. Every so often, you 
need to give yourself a bit of a kickstart again, like 
Madonna. And perhaps my collection for John Lewis 
is my next reinvention. I’m really enjoying it.
I would like to dress Nicole Kidman. I’ve always 
found her a very glamorous woman. She just looks 

Fabrics and 
moodboards in 

Bruce’s workspace

Coat, £299.  Dress, £249. 
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Bruce by Bruce Oldfield is on sale now in selected John 
Lewis shops and at johnlewis.com. For each Little Bruce 
Dress (below right) sold, £20 is donated to Barnardo’s.

good in clothes, and she has grace in the way she 
moves. I’d also quite like to dress Michelle Obama. 
She’s not skinny, she’s intelligent and she has presence. 
I was invited to Buckingham Palace for lunch with 
the Queen once and there were only 11 people. That 
was one of my good moments. Receiving my OBE  
from Her Majesty was another. 
My foster mother, Violet, was a dressmaker and she 
was the one who first said that I would be a designer.  
It was written  in a letter in 1957: ‘Foster mother thinks 
the boy will be a fashion designer.’ 
When I was in a foster home in the North East, we 
were very poor. At Christmas we had as good a time as 
we could, but we didn’t know any different. We weren’t 
living in an area where people had a lot more than us. 
In 1963, when I was 13, I went into a Barnardo’s 
children’s home. Christmas wasn’t as good there. 
I remember writing a letter one year to the Barnardo’s 
president, who was Princess Margaret at the time.  
I met her about 30 years later. 
I’m vice president of Barnardo’s now. For parents 
whose children are about to leave the nest, Christmas  
is a good time to think about fostering and giving similar 
opportunities to another child. As parents, they have the 
skills required to do the job, and they’d be able to fill the 
gap in their lives created by the children who are leaving. 
The thing that I love about Christmas is the carols.  
I was in church choirs until I was about 15, so I know 
church music and am very fond of it. Eight years ago,  
I learnt to read music and play the piano. I now play 
every day. It’s good for your hands and good for  
your head. I really do love it. 

Highlights of the collection

FROM TOP: 

Bruce at work; behind 
the scenes at the shoot

 
INSTAGRAM...

To see more of the 
collection, follow us  
@johnlewisretail

Bruce’s career 
highlights
1973 Graduates from 
Central St Martin’s in 
London. Designs a 
collection for New York 
store Henri Bendel.
1974 His film wardrobe 
for Charlotte Rampling 
in Un Taxi Mauve is 
a big breakthrough. 
1975 Launches his own 
label with the help of 
a loan from Barnardo’s. 
1990 Receives an OBE 
for services to fashion. 
2009 Opens a bridal 
studio in London.
2015 Bruce by Bruce 
Oldfield launches at 
John Lewis.

FROM LEFT: Coat, £199. Skirt, £99. Top, £89. Top, £79. Dress, £199. Little Bruce Dress, £160.


